Summer 2017

Position Opening for Resource
Development Associate

The Development Associate would
work in coordination with the Executive
Director and Resource Development
Committee. This person’s responsibilities will include assisting in managing
the organization’s donor management
and development functions, grant writing, providing support for marketing
and communications, and performing
a variety of other duties, including
participation in fund raising and friend
raising activities and events.
Application may be made by submitting
a cover letter and resume to:
Jamie Huntley, Camp Victory, P.O. Box
810, Millville, PA 17846
or email to: fun@campvictory.org

Follow us on Social Media!

Facebook:

Camp Victory... A Special Camp for
Special Kids

Twitter & Instagram:
@CampVictoryPA

Getting in touch!

For all inquiries, contact:
Jamie Huntley, Executive Director
P.O. Box 810, Millville, PA 17846
(570) 458-6530
fun@campvictory.org

A Special Retreat for a Special Camp
We have recently been reflecting on our 24 year history of providing a unique and
empowering camping experience for individuals with special needs. Through the love, care and
dedication of many, many people, Camp Victory has grown from just five camps during our
first camping season in 1994 to 31 camps this past camping season! We are in awe that we have
exceeded the expectations laid out by the Board of Directors of the Nicholas Wolff Foundation
back in 1991, when our camps were just a dream.
As we looked ahead to the future of Camp Victory, we knew that the views of everyone
involved with Camp are very important to us. So, we thought it would be a perfect time to hold
an Organizational Retreat and invite representatives of camp staff, volunteers, board members,
partner groups, and camper families, to be a part of this special gathering! The organizational
retreat was held on Saturday, March 11th at Camp Victory. During this retreat, everyone
involved was given the opportunity to share their visions, dreams, values, themes, ideas and long
term goals for Camp Victory. What will camp look like in 5 or 10 years? What does that mean
for us currently? A very important part of this discussion was taking a look at the vision, mission
and values of Camp Victory.
Our wonderful Retreat facilitator group, made up of Chuck Laudermilch a retired
professor from BU. Heather Feldhouse, a current professor at BU and Jim Dalton, also a retired
prof from BU, led us through the day.
We are very excited to announce that as a result of our Organizational Retreat….and many,
many work-team meetings, we would like to share with you our very special Vision and Mission
statements:
Vision Statement: At Camp
Victory, campers from all
communities and with all abilities,
through fun, friendship, and
the great outdoors, experience
pathways to victory.
Mission statement: Camp Victory
is a leader in providing a unique
camping experience for children, families and individuals facing similar challenges. Working
together with our Partner Groups, we nurture and celebrate well-being in our campers. Our
volunteers, staff, specialized facilities and programs create an extraordinary, fun environment to
foster friendships, hope, and life-changing bonds.

Camp Victory’s Amazing Gail Truax!
Camp Victory is excited to announce that our very own, Gail Truax has recently agreed to fill the full-time, year
round position of Food Service Director/Assistant Camp Director! As everyone knows, Gail served as our seasonal
Food Service Director for over 10 years and has been a devoted and much loved member of the Camp Victory staff
since 2000!!!!! So, when the opportunity came up for her to expand her position here at camp to include Assistant
Camp Director....she said “yes”!
Gail’s main focus during the months of June, July and August will be as Food
Service Manager and the remainder of the year she will be assisting our Camp
Director, Heather, with a wide variety of exciting new challenges.....from being the
“go-to” person for our Greenwood Environmental Education Program to assisting
with fund raisers and volunteer activities. As with all of us who are employed at
Camp Victory year-round, she will wear many hats! And, the exciting news about
Gail continues, because she will also be living full-time in the Caretaker House!
She will be the eyes and ears of Camp Victory when no one else is around, and she
will make sure the facility remains safe and sound all year long!
Everyone at Camp Victory is thrilled to have Gail fill this new position! A very
warm welcome to Gail in her new, expanded position!!!!!

Gail Truax
Food Service Director for over 10 years/Assistant
Camp Director

In Loving Memory of Joyce Davis
On July 26, 2017, Camp Victory lost a longtime friend. Joyce “Joycie” Davis
succumbed to her five year battle with an illness. Joyce was the founder of Camp
Little People at Camp Victory. Additionally, she worked weekends in the Camp
Victory kitchen.
Joyce had an infectious sense of humor, always filling the room with laughter!
One never knew when she would toss you an egg, smear your face with icing or
squirt you with a water gun! She left behind great memories here for her Camp
Victory family! Thank you, Joyce, for the smiles; rest in peace, friend.

Geisinger Auxiliary
We are thrilled to announce that we have received a grant from the Geisinger Auxiliary to install air conditioning in
the Main Dining Hall at Camp Victory! At other camps, an air-conditioned dining hall may seem like a luxury, but
at Camp Victory, we deem it essential. The high temperatures of summer exacerbate many conditions our campers
struggle with, and when there are almost 200 people in our dining hall during meals and activities, we know that air
conditioning will alleviate some of that discomfort and adverse physical effects of the heat so all of our campers can
enjoy meals and activities with more smiles and less sweat! The air conditioning units were installed the middle of
June.....and our campers and counselors are so excited with the results! THANK YOU to all of our friends from the
Geisinger Auxiliary for your ongoing, generous support of Camp Victory and all of our special campers!

Meet Our Summer Interns
Camp Victory welcomed two amazing Nature Center Interns
this summer: Anne Snyder from Bloomsburg University and
Laura Moore from Bucknell University.
They have provided hours of fun and educational activities
to our campers, from an archaeological dig, to learning about
monarch butterflies, to building wigwams.
The Nature Center Internship is sponsored each year by the
Degenstein Foundation. Many many thanks to these Nature
Center Interns and the Degenstein Foundation for making
this program possible for all out campers!

Here’s a sneak peek at the Camp Victory Wetlands boardwalk. It
should be completed very soon! It is going to be amazing....and
it will let all of our campers experience our wetlands - complete
with frogs, blue herons and many other critters and plant life!

New Winter Respite Program
Club Lily Winter Respite - Easterseals and Camp Victory
are teaming up to serve adults with disabilities over the
winter months by expanding Club Lily! This program is a
great way to take a break from everyday activities, enjoy
nature, games, build new friendships and simply have fun-- all while providing a respite for parents and caregivers.
For more information, please contact Virginia Anderson at
vanderson@eastersealswcpenna.org
Respite Weekend dates in 2018..... the weekends of
February 16, March 9, and November 16.

Anne Snyder, Bloomsburg University (left) and Laura
Moore, Bucknell University (right)

Retirement of Debbie Snyder
Debbie is the pediatric oncology nurse that helped establish Camp Dost,
alongside Dr Narayan Shah 35 years ago – with the goal to help children
fighting cancer know that they are not alone in their battle. She knows
just what to say to help encourage a child that they can do anything at
camp and beyond, she understands a mom that isn’t too sure to send their
child to camp while fighting a battle against cancer … yet somehow, Debbie
finds the right words followed by a hug and smile that lets others know how
much she cares.
She has decided after helping Camp Dost celebrate 35 years, to retire as
medical director. Dost campers, counselors and families paid tribute to her
amazing years as medical director at closing ceremonies in July. Debbie
Snyder says it best, “Camp is in my blood and will always be there!”
EVERYONE AT CAMP VICTORY WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR ALL THE KIND WORDS OF
ENCOURAGEMENT YOU’VE SHARED WITH YOUR DOST CAMPERS, HEARTS YOU’VE TOUCHED
AND HANDS YOU’VE HELD NURSE DEBBIE!!

2017 Special Events
Dr. O’s Victory Ride
Sunday, Aug. 27
Camp Open House
Sunday, Sept. 10
Night in Nature
Saturday, Nov 4
Turkey Dinner
Sunday, Nov 12
Visit campvictory.org for more information!

Camp Victory Wish List
There are always a few extra things that are needed at Camp!
Cuisinart Food Processor....................................... ...........$200
2 picnic tables with umbrellas for staff dining area .........$800
Lifeguard Unbrella for pond area.....................................$100
Weed Whackers (2):..........................................................$100 each
Dining halltables (4)............................................ ............$100 each
Dining hall chairs (20)......................................................$35 each
Toilets (10).......................................................................$250 each
Stage Lighting-Can Lights.(6)........................................$50 for 2
Roofing Materials for 3 Winter Cabins:.......................... $2,000 each
Owl Pellers for Nature Cetner........................................$500

A Camp Victory Contribution
Please clip and mail with your contribution
(payable to Nicholas Wolff Foundation, Inc.)
NAME:

_______________________________________

To help fund these items, please contact Jamie Huntley:
fun@campvictory.org or (570) 458-6530.

Camp Victory Loves Our Volunteers!

ADDRESS: _______________________________________
_______________________________________
AMOUNT:

_____________

I’d like to honor: ____________________________________
(optional)
MAIL TO: Camp Victory, P.O. Box 810, Millville PA 17846
OR:

Donate online at www.campvictory.org
All contributions are tax deductible.
Please consider remembering Camp Victory in your will.

We strive to keep our Mailing List current. If you would like a change in
your listing or to be removed, please let us know by email, phone or mail.

This is an amazing group of volunteers from the Capitol Area
Winnebego Club......our very own “Winnies”! They have
been coming to volunteer at Camp Victory for many years.....
painting, cleaning, tuning up the bikes and any other job that
we have on our long list of things to do!

