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Getting Back to Camp!

By Kate Stepnick, Camp Director
As we plan for the 2022 camping season we are filled with excitement, anticipation, and optimism of all that will
happen at Camp Victory in 2022. We have spent the last two years preparing for the return of on-site camping and
we are as anxious to have our campers back as our campers are to come here and enjoy our special camp again.
We have consulted with several professional experts to adapt to changing needs for health and safety. We
researched and tested cleaning supplies and procedures to ensure the safest camping experience for our special
campers. We added medical-grade air scrubbers to our HVAC units and there will be hand sanitizing stations
throughout the property. A plexiglass shield has been installed at the serving line in the dining hall. We have been
working diligently together with our Partner Groups to develop their policies to ensure that campers, counselors,
and staff are able to participate in camp this year. And of course, we continue to review CDC guidelines to ensure
we are making the best decisions to keep everyone safe.
While we do these things and more to prepare, we know there is still much unknown with the constantly evolving
and developing knowledge of Covid and we are just so very thankful for the support, patience, and understanding
of all of our friends, donors, and volunteers. With a very small paid staff, we truly could not do it without all of
you. As you know, hosting children that are immune-compromised and/or medically fragile is an even bigger
responsibility than ever and one we take very seriously. We hope that you will continue to show your support as we
prepare for the 2022 season by talking about Camp Victory with your friends and family, and letting everyone know
about our comeback season.
We can’t wait to welcome campers back to Camp Victory and provide the most fun and memorable times!

In Memory of Kathy Baas
Camp Victory would like to share this heartfelt message from
our friends at CampEmerge:
“With a very heavy heart, we announce the passing of “Nurse
Kathy” Baas, our nurse at CampEmerge since its inception
in 1999. She and her husband, Jerry, were the creators of
CampEmerge, and they put their hearts and souls (time and
energy too!) into every camp. We are all the better for knowing
Kathy, the wiser for her knowledge, the kinder for her love,
care and compassion.”
And everyone at Camp Victory will miss our good friend, dedicated board member, and amazing
CampEmerge founder and nurse. Rest in peace, Kathy.

In Memory of Jim Aucker
Jim was such a great guy and a special friend to Camp Victory.
He shared his love and amazing knowledge of bees with all
of our special campers. They learned from him how important
honey bees are and that we should all take care of our bee
friends. The amazing observation beehive that he built and
installed in our Nature Center has allowed our campers to
discover the wonder of bees and honey making. Everyone at
Camp Victory will miss Jim so much. Rest in peace, Jim.

Join us for our online auction fundraiser on
February 24-26 at www.campvictoryauction.org.

   

Bid on great items like gift cards, overnight stays,
themed gift baskets, fine and handmade jewelry,
a David Armstrong print, a handmade quilt,
household items, and more!

Are you interested in working at Camp Victory this summer?
We are hiring dishwashers, lifeguards, challenge course staff, cooks, and cleaning staff to work this
summer. Staff would be responsible for working around camp to provide a fun and safe experience
for our campers.
We are also looking to hire two Nature Center interns who would work in the Nature Center with all
of our Partner Groups to provide fun and exciting science lessons. This would be a great internship
for a college student in an education or science major.
If you are interested in any of these positions, please reach out to us at fun@campvictory.org for an
application and more information.
We are also looking to hire teachers for our Greenwood Environmental Education Center during
the month of May. If you are a retired teacher or a college student interested in learning more about
teaching environmental science, we would love to have you!
For more information, please reach out to Gail at campvictorygail@gmail.com.

Our Treehouse Treasure

By Gail Truax, Assistant Camp Director
Have you ever found yourself wandering away into the past through a photo album? With each photo,
emotions begin to consume you. Sometimes you laugh and many times you escape reality and drift back
to a simpler time. Recently I grabbed a scrapbook from the table in
the conference room of our Welcome Center and began my journey
back to 2007. Captured in this scrapbook are photos documenting the
creation of Camp Victory’s Uncle Walter’s treehouse. I’m fortunate to
see this completed creation every day, but reliving the steps it took to
build this treasure found me anticipating each new picture and the “pot
of gold” at the end.
The next time you are
visiting Camp Victory,
stop by the Welcome
Center and ask to see the scrapbook documenting the
labor of love in constructing our magical treehouse. You will
venture through the site location, the excavation of the land,
the harvesting of trees, the onsite lumbering, the cement
pouring and the actual assembling of this project. You will
view pictures of amazing West Pharmaceutical employees
working together to make a dream come true. Then travel a
short distance to the treehouse and stroll up the all-access
ramp to the treetops to observe the completed masterpiece.
Lizzie Layton from Sherrill NY, has been a part of Camp
Spifida for 19 years. She was in awe when Uncle Walter’s
treehouse was completed. The absolute best sight was
the wheelchair accessible ramp. Lizzie was thrilled
knowing this ramp would provide her and her wheel chair
dependent friends the ability to experience magnificent
treetop views. “The treehouse is a great place to hang
out and take yearly photos with my Spifida family”. These
photos bring back some of her favorite memories. While
reminiscing, Lizzie describes Camp Victory as a place of
belonging and acceptance. “I can be myself and don’t
have people staring and making comments about my
disability. I am confident trying new things with my peers,
as we cheer each other on. “Camp Victory is a safe place Lizzie Layton, left, with friends from Camp Spifida
for me to grow, learn and explore. Camp Victory is a place
where I belong and my disability does not prevent me from being included. It’s where my walls come
down and no one is judging me.”
Camp Victory’s Uncle Walter’s treehouse has been
standing proud for 15 years now, thanks to West
Pharmaceutical’s full funding and dedicated, continual
maintenance. It has provided a haven for precious
campers to learn, explore, pretend, and create many
wonderful memories. Perhaps many of those memories
are hidden in your own photo albums waiting to whisk
you back to simpler times. As they say, a picture is
worth a thousand words. As the walls of our treehouse
went up, they provided a safe haven for walls of special
campers to come down. Now that’s a true treasure!
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Thank You’s
Camp Victory is grateful for the support of many
people in many ways from countless hands-on
volunteers to individual, group, and corporate
donors. Camp Victory was recently awarded
a grant from Geisinger to purchase a backup generator for the Med Shed. The Columbia
County Commissioners awarded a grant to
Camp Victory to help cover some of the costs of
insurance. And the individual givers responded to
the annual year-end appeal with great generosity
that is very much appreciated. Thank you!

A Camp Victory donation
is always appreciated and
tax-deductible.
Name:
Address:
Amount:
I’d like to honor
(optional):
Mail to:
Camp Victory
PO Box 810
Millville, PA 17846

Keep in touch

For inquiries, contact:
Jamie Huntley, Executive Director
PO Box 810
Millville, PA 17846
570-458-6530
fun@campvictory.org
www.campvictory.org
We strive to keep our mailing list current. If you would like a change in your
listing or to be removed, please let us know.
A copy of the official registration and financial information can be obtained
from the PA Department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999. Registration
does not imply endorsement.

Or: Donate securely online at
www.campvictory.org
Thank you!

